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The All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on
 Bereavement Support

Secretariat - The Good Grief Trust

Date:	17th February 2023 -  9am - 10am

Venue:	Meeting Room Q at Portcullis House and Zoom


In attendance:
	Tobias Ellwood MP
	Chair – MP Bournemouth East

	Afzal Khan MP
	Labour MP - Manchester Gorton

	Baroness Ilora Finlay
	House of Lords

	Linda Magistris 

	The Good Grief Trust Founder & CEO

	Fiona Murphy MBE 
	Honorary Doctorate – Health Care 
Director of Nursing
Corporate Services 
Liverpool Royal Foundation Trust


	Rabbi Daniel Espstein 
	Western Marble Arch Synagogue 

	Fin Craig
	Palliative Care Consultant at Great Ormond Street

	Lydia Baker
	The Good Grief Trust Ambassador – Bereavement Midwife - Epsom and St Helier NHS Trust

	Emma Foster
	Campaigner for the LCWRA Benefit for Bereaved Parents

	Alison Penny MBE 
	Director of the Childhood Bereavement Network and Coordinator of the National Bereavement Alliance

	
	

	Gail Precious 
	Programme Manager
Childhood Bereavement Network & National Bereavement Alliance


	Dimity Nicholls
	Fevered Sleep

	Alison Summers 
	St Christopher’s Hospice

	  
Suzi 
	Advocacy Following Fatal Domestic Abuse.

	Lucy Selman 
	Associate Prof of Palliative and End of Life Care at the University of Bristol

	Paul Fraser
	Hospice UK

	Alex Mancini
	National Lead Nurse for Neonatal palliative Care

	Kate Woodthorpe 
	Senior Lecturer
Centre for Death and Society, Department of Social and Policy Sciences
University of Bath


	Morgen Evans
	Cruse

	Harvey Jones 
	Office of Christine Jardine MP 

	Richard Boyd
	Tamba Bereavement Support Group

	Melian Mansfield 
	Co-CEO - Compassionate Friends 

	Helen 
	SUDCUK 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Apologies:
	Simon Sanderson 
	Trustee – The Good Grief Trust 

	Eve Henderson 
	Murdered Abroad

	Jo Early 
	SAMMS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


















Agenda: 
1. Welcome and Introductions - Chair: Tobias Ellwood MP - Linda Magistris – CEO/Founder – The Good Grief Trust
2. Member Updates – Members are invited to update the Group with their work.
3. CIPD – Clare McCartney to present on Compassionate Bereavement Support in the Workplace  
4. SUE RYDER – ‘Empty Chair’ Exhibit - Sophie Meagher to present on Exhibition – 6th – 9th March – Upper Waiting Hall – House of Commons
5. National Grief Awareness Week 2023 – LM to update on 2023 campaign plans.
6. AOB
7. Next meeting – tbc



Minutes:

LM introduced and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Tobias Ellwood MP thanked everyone online and in person for attending and supporting this group and he looked forward to a productive year working together.

Members Updates; 
Helen – SUDCUK updated the Group on their 1st Parliamentary Debate, to improve public information around supporting bereaved families.  Requested to keep SUDCUK on future Agendas and to support forthcoming Awareness Month in March.

Alison Penny – Updated Group on UK Commission for Bereavement Report and thanked everyone for their contribution to the Report from the Commission looking at the impact of the pandemic, and research from a large scale survey,including feedback from children and young people. Outcome – 8 key principles – and improvements with death administration.  Key recommendations taken forward, based on 8 principles – asked for Group’s support – tracker will be on the website. 
2nd Update - .thanked WAY and Child Poverty Action Group and other organisations for the successful outcome to extend bereavement support payments for co-habiting parents from Feb 9th. Including retrospective payments – there are approx. 21K familes eligible that will need to be found. LM asked what practical support members could offer in this search – social media etc.  

Emma Foster – Update on her campaign for bereaved families who are on Universal Credit that have been a full time carer of their disabled child or a child with a life long illness to automaticaly receive limited capabilty for work and work related activity (LCWRA) for the first year after their child dies. There is currently a 6-8 week run off period for carers allowance and Universal credit components related to the child on UC. Once this time period is closed the parent is not formally recognised as a job seeker for the first 6 months.  Wera Hobson MP has published an EDM 404 – 24 MPs signed. Would appreciate more MP’s support with campaign.
 
Tobias asked what was the objective with the time period.  Emma said if you were to be awarded LCWRA, you would need to attend a work capability assessment, it is very unlikely to be automatically awarded.  Emma appealed twice and went to court with the DWP and won the case. Tobias asked whether Emma had created a precedent in winning the case and therefore would allow other families to follow suit. Emma said, currently the DWP does not recognise the need to provide further support.  

LM and Tobias agreed to follow up.

Melian Mansfield  – Newly appointed Co-Chair - Compassionate Friends – latest update. From today there is an awareness campaign – posters in 200 locations across the UK – displayed for 2 weeks.  Provide peer to peer support for bereaved parents - asked Group to support.  LM asked to share images and Good Grief will promote across social.

Dimity Nicholls – Fevered Sleep –updates on ‘This Grief Thing’ project – grief gatherings on zoom or in person – events coming up in partnership with Delapre Abbey in Northamptonshire – any partners interested in getting involved in an art based project, she welcomed interest from the Group.

Fiona Murphy – Director of Nursing for Royal Liverpool Hospital Trusts – raised the issues again around families registering the death of their child.  Emma Lewell Buck MP leads on campaign, still debated in HoC.  FM asked members to support Emma and keep up momentum. TE asked for details on issues. FM explained that currently bereaved families, particularly Liam and Chloe, victims of the Manchester Arena bombings, are not permitted to register the death of their children, due to an archaic law 1956/7.  TB asked whether it was because this was terrorist related and sudden, and not a natural death. Why a 6 year wait?  FM explained it was because families needed to wait until the Public Enquiry was finished.  TE suggested he would discuss with ELB. 

AK commented - 1. I also meet with indep review team at the parliament 
2. Also met with Mayor Andy Burnham with bereaved families.
3. Also similar meeting with leader of Manchester council.
We are looking at possibility having a public space / memorial for bereaved families. Possibly in Plattfield park.

Rabbi Daniel Epstein – Marble Arch Synagogue - talked about the speed of registering the death in the Jewish community. Explained that even if a Coroner’s report needs to be done there can be an MRI scan and the body is released for burial before the inquest is concluded which is important to the family.There are avenues to move forward.  He offered guidance and best practice to help support. Daniel has officiated on over 450 funerals and offered to be available for zoom calls to offer advice to members going forward 

Presentation: Claire McCartney – CIPD – Claire thanked the Group and members for updates. CIPD professional body for HR and people development – 160,000 members worldwide – purpose – to champion better work and working lives. Ensuring organisations take a passionate approach to bereavement.  
Research – one in ten employees affected by a bereavement
Grieving employees need utmost support and compassion in the workplace
14% - provide bereavement support to a great extent
One third – moderate support
Remainder – not a great deal of support provided

Launched own guidance to share with employees. Line Managers are pivotal in providing support. Over 10K have downloaded the guidance. Supported by Cruse and Lucy Herd, to share good practice. Update to 300,000 organisation. Fed into Acas guidance. Invited to speak at Marie Curie Day of Reflection events. Supporting the extension of Jack’s Law. Held an event in Parliament in March, to try and get support for extension of bereavement leave. Produced guidance around pregnancy and baby loss. Talking to Angela Crawley MP. 
(see slides for full presentation)

Kate Woodthorpe – suggested that her work with universities on compassionate employees, supporting bereaved students, may be helpful.

Baroness Ilora Finlay – asked CIPD if they had any experience with the Royal College of Emergency Medicine?  She raised issues around staff experiencing trauma in emergency departments – lack of support for frontine staff.  CIPD did not have any links but were happy to discuss and support.  

Fiona Murphy – explained the Swan Model - in around 70 organisations in UK – international model – Canada, Australia, Portugal, Ireland.  Support for bereaved families and staff – evidence based - published in the BFJ.  Very happy to link in with the Royal College – very well received initiative across the country and beyond.  It is about staff support as well as families.  Nursing care delivered in hospital corridors – traumatic for staff, sadly patients die in that environment.  This is traumatic for teams, if they experience that level of care. FM agreed with Baroness Finlay and happy to help or link in. 

LM – explained that Good Grief Ambasador, Lead Nurse, Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Jules Lewis has started running Bereavement Cafes for her staff, offering well being sessions to support a personal bereavement, as well as the trama of loss through their working environment.  

LM Invited members to join their forthcoming Webinar event, incollaboration with The Good Grief Trust and the Academy of Fab Stuff (NHS) on May the 4th, 12 – 1pm, for Dying Matters Week. Highlighting and showcasing innovative, successful initiatives to support the bereaved across the healthcare sector, community services and the wider bereavement network.  Aim to raise standards, collaborate, share and improve care for the bereaved.  #PinchwithPride All welcome to join, and present work  – registration link will be shared with the Group.  

Sophie Meagher – Sue Ryder are hosting their ‘Empty Chair’ exhibit in the House of Commons – aiming to raise awareness of loneliness following a bereavement – follows research that 70% of those grieving are skip meals, because they do not like eating alone.  Dining table and each chair represents someone who has died. Access for the general public. LM asked if Sue Ryder have images availble to promote event, please share with the Group. 

Linda Magistris CEO/Founder The Good Grief Trust – presented on National Grief Awareness Week 2023.  LM explained that there was a significant increase in early enquiries about the campaign in Jan/Feb.  
The theme will be #BetterTogether Cafes – to connect communities with each other, share information, signposting to support and ensure the bereaved and those working with them, are fully aware of the support available, both locally and nationally. There continues to be a lack of awareness around the services available for the bereaved, these events will encourage professionals to link with each in local communities and raise awareness of the choice of support accessible for those grieving. 
2023 posters/assets are ready to be uploaded to NGAW website – date to be confirmed.  GGT invite members to start planning their Better Together Café events, to bring services together with the bereaved in communities across the UK.

Four key headline events to be organised across 4 nations - (locations tbc).  

AOB

Chat notes:

Lucy Selman; 

We have just launched registration for our March events at Good Grief Festival: https://goodgrieffest.com/whats-on Please take a look and share! All free and online

Summary and full report from the UK Bereavement Commission can be downloaded here https://bereavementcommission.org.uk/ukcb-findings/

Gail Precious

You can find the findings from the UK Commission on Bereavement here, including an exec summary, the full report, reports for all four nations, a child and young person summary and an easy read version - please do make use of the evidence in the reports!

Fiona Murphy

· Please can we have an action tracker so we can see progress and blocks for all updates .
· It would also be good to have all APPG dates for the year.

Rich

https://www.hospiceuk.org/our-campaigns/dying-matters/dying-matters-awareness-week

https://www.cipd.co.uk/knowledge/culture/well-being/bereavement-support#grief

Q: For CIPD, in your work on this, did you encounter anyone offering grief / trauma informed career advice? I've spoken with people whose bereavement experience has made them question not only their job but their whole career. 
These need sensitive handling along with a specific career advice focus on what such a change may mean and how best to mitigate risk, while making use of transferrable skills.

Harvey Jones

Apologies I’m also having some technical issues with Zoom this morning - Christine Jardine is currently campaigning to improve recognition/registration of dependent children on the death of a parent. Our office met with children’s support charity Winston’s Wish in December and we’re trying to secure meetings with ministers, but as it’s an issue which sits across departments it isn’t the easiest to organise

Dimity – Fevered Sleep 

https://www.feveredsleep.co.uk/project/this-grief-thing

** End
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