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All-Party Parliamentary Group on Bereavement Support

19th July 2021, 12.30pm to 1.30pm

Virtual Informal Meeting


In attendance: 
	Carolyn Brice
	Compassionate Friends

	Eve Henderson
	Murdered Abroad

	Lesley Goodburn
	UK Commission on Bereavement

	Moira Kane
	War Widows

	Rabbi Daniel Epstein
	Cockfosters and N Southgate Synagogue

	Lydia Baker
	NHS Epsom and St Helier Trust

	Sian Duddy
	GGT

	Linda Magistris
	GGT

	Dr Lucy Selman
	University of Bristol

	Kim Bird
	Before You Die

	Fergus Crow
	Winston’s Wish

	Julia Stirling
	Sudep Action

	Jane Shackman
	Sudden

	Kate Woodthorpe
	Centre for Death and Society University of Bath

	Pradeep Chagger
	DHSC

	Josh Turner
	Researcher for Edward Davey MP


	Emma Kneebone
	2 Wish Upon a Star

	Hannah Jackson-McCamley
	Hannah the Celebrant

	Nikki Speed
	SUDC UK

	Alex Close
	

	Natasha Bradshaw
	Mortlake Crematorium

	Rita Wilkinson
	Greater Manchester Police

	Adele Owen
	Greater Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership

	Patrick Vernon
	UK Commission on Bereavement

	Doctor Lucy Selman
	UK Commission on Bereavement

	Doctor Amir Khan
	GP



Apologies from:
	Annabel
	

	Fiona Murphy
	NHS Northern Care Alliance

	Jane Harris
	The Good Grief Project

	Jimmy Edmonds
	The Good Grief Project

	Stephen Marshall
	Kings College London

	Andy Langford
	Cruse Bereavement Care





Agenda recap:
1. 12.30pm – Welcome and Introductions - Acting Chair: Linda Magistris, CEO/Founder: The Good Grief Trust – APPG Secretariat
2. Minutes of previous meeting
3. LM – Brief progress update on National Grief Awareness Week 2021 campaign – date for next planning meeting – 27th July 2021 – 12.30 – 1.30pm on Zoom – all welcome to attend.
4. 12.40pm – 12.50pm – Carolyn Brice - Compassionate Friends – PPG – update on the support offered to bereaved parents and siblings – plans for late 2021. 
5. 12.50pm – 1pm – Dr Amir Khan – GP – The importance of early signposting to tailored support services for the bereaved and health professionals.  Dr Amir to discuss the joint DHSC/Good Grief Trust 2021 initiative to supply combined condolence and signposting cards to UK practices/primary healthcare/NHS Trusts.
6. 1pm – 1.15pm – Lesley Goodburn/Patrick Vernon OBE – UK Commission on Bereavement – to present on the recent launch of the Commission and their work. 
7. Roundtable discussion. 
8. Forthcoming AGM – to elect new Officers and Chair for the Group - Invitation to join Committee as of September 2021 – Offers received to date: Tobias Ellwood MP, Grahame Morris MP, Bell Riberio Addy MP, Edward Davey MP. 
9. AOB
10. Next meeting date – tbc 




Minutes:

Eve Henderson, Co-Founder, Director, Trustee - Murdered Abroad https://www.murdered-abroad.org.uk/ 
· Shared her lived experience after her husband was murdered while on holiday in France in 1997
· Eve explained how her experience helped her to campaign to get access to the right support for loved ones of the victims of murder and manslaughter abroad

Carolyn Brice Chief Executive - The Compassionate Friends (TCF) https://www.tcf.org.uk/
· Introduced TCF and how it was founded 50 years ago in a Coventry hospital by the Chaplin who put two parents together following the loss of their children
· TCF offers peep to peer support for parents who have lost a child from 1 month up to older children, and parents and siblings from any cause via support face to face, online and on the phone 
· Services provide a valuable safe place to allow parents to share exactly how they are feeling and validating the long-lasting impact of child loss
· Our volunteers offer a guide on how to survive a devasting loss and spoke about the plans for 2021 and 2022 post-pandemic to in person events and their new hybrid approach for support 
· Carolyn’s presentation is included with these minutes

Doctor Amir Khan GP
· Highlighted that there is no central response for all GPs to follow and lack of range of support at the ‘in between’ stage of losing someone and securing counselling
· Their receptionist instigated a new process to include Good Grief condolence and signposting cards when sending out their own condolence letters to bereaved families
· Expressed GP training includes PAL care but that there was not enough covered for bereavement and grief
· Learnt about GGT, and their Good Grief Cards, plus the resources available via the website and since including the cards, they experienced a reduction in calls for bereavement support from those who have immediately had a loss and the feedback from recipients has been very positive as they now have somewhere to go
· The Good Grief cards have also been positively received when shared with other practices in his network

Patrick Vernon OBE UK Commission on Bereavement
· Great to be here to say hello to everyone and how it is important to recognise grief and bereavement 
· First meeting with fellow commissioners was held on 20th July 
· Praised everyone on the call and the work that has been done to date
· Their work is not just about Covid, covers all aspects of bereavement and they are keen to engage and use evidence
· A Lived Experience Panel will be set up, which will be mostly English based but will learn from the UK experience 
· Going forward there might be opportunities to use the APPG agendas to form the agenda for future Commissioners’ meetings.

Lesley Goodburn UK Commission on Bereavement 
· Lesley lost her husband, Seth, to pancreatic cancer 33 days after he was diagnosed with the disease and her aim is to improve end of life care and raise awareness of pancreatic cancer
· The UK Commission is made up of 13 Commissioners, a number have lived experience through the pandemic
· The group is supported by a steering group made up of Cruse, Marie Curie, The National Bereavement Alliance, The Childhood Bereavement Network, Independent Age, Centre for mental, supported by the research being done by Doctor Lucy Selman (from the University of Bristol) and Doctor Emily Harrop (Marie Curie research centre at Cardiff University)
· Setting up a lived experience advisory forum – the first meeting is at the end of July to help shape the recommendations and thinking of the Commission
· Chaired by Bishop Sarah Mullally, the Bishop of London - the aim is to collect evidence, look at the findings, and make recommendations to put forward the case to make a significant change on bereavement 
· The final report will be published in Spring 2022
· Visit the https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/professionals/uk-commission-bereavement to keep up to date and find out more 

Doctor Lucy Selman UK Commission on Bereavement
· Lucy and Doctor Emily Harrop are co-leading a national study of bereavement during the pandemic. The research was started in August 2020 and will end in January 2022.
· Pre-print is currently under review to coincide with the launch of the Commission.
· Research was conducted into the formal and informal support for the bereaved and the issues people had gaining access to support and the poor signposting to bereavement services or from their GP; 51% did not receive any information on bereavement services following their death which highlights the work of GGT in early signposting

Linda Magistris
· Congratulated Alison Penny on her recent MBE, so well deserved and huge congratulations. We are sorry you could not be with us today
· NGAW21 update 
· This year’s NGAW21 campaign message will be: #REACHOUT - Help and Hope on the Road 
· The aim of the 3rd year of this annual event will be to ensure we raise awareness of grief and loss on a national platform, continuing our key messaging for the campaign
· Now the restrictions are easing, we feel it is time to reach out and get into those hard-to-reach communities who may have felt isolated during the pandemic
· Our aim is to brand a double decker bus and take it on tour across the four nations to support local communities, signposting to local and national services
· We hope to partner again with an outdoor media advertising agency, to support the campaign across large- and small-scale digital advertising to signpost communities to help and hope in their local area. We invite our members and their organisations to organise local and national events, joining us in December to #Reachout and connect with those in need. 
· The bus will be an information point, and a place for the bereaved and local services to meet and connect.  Listening to stories, seeing those in need in person and sharing local knowledge and support services.  


Kim Bird, Founder - Before You Die 
· Enquired about the cost of the Good Grief Condolence cards and if they are free to all organisations.
· LM said they are free for NHS Trusts, charities, and primary health care but there is still a charge for some organisations like funeral homes. 
· Kim is interested in flagging the cards to the hospice she works with and LM explained the cards will be free of charge

Fergus Crow, CEO - Winston’s Wish
Three key updates: 
· Currently they do not have a national register, or access to a register, of dependent children when someone dies which is a big issue and is investigating how best to address and fix this.
· They are currently working closely with schools, so teachers have adequate support to support bereaved children. 60,000 teachers have completed online training so far which is amazing, and he is keen to make sure that uptake continues so all teachers do the training. LM offered help with raising awareness to increase take up of the course 
· Mentioned that it is crucial that funding and sustainability for children’s bereavement services doesn’t get overlooked
· Also working on support after suicide and how important this service is

Forth coming AGM - to elect for new Officers and Chair for the Group. Offers to join have come in from Tobias Ellwood MP, Grahame Morris MP, Bell Riberio Addy MP, Edward Davey MP

AOB
· Rabbi Daniel Epstein gave an update on their big event in Trafalgar Square which coincides with the campaign dates for #NGAW21. The event will be a candlelight ceremony and he is keen to work out how GGT and #NGAW21 can get involved.

Thanks for joining us and have a lovely summer.
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